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Mr. Steve Klitzman, Associate Director
. Office of Congressional Liaison

Federal Commun1Catlons Commission.

1919 M Street, N.W. - .

Room 314 ' o

Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. Klitzman:
Enclosed is a copy of correspondence I have recently
received from a group of my constituents. I believe you-will

find it self-explanatory.

Your reviewing this material and providing any assistance
and/or information possible under the governing statutes and
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The Honorable Strom Thurmond
United States Senate

- Washington; D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Thurmond

| am a retired Air Force Officer ana aenve inasy iiours of
enjoyment from constructing and operating radio controlled
aircraft.

| am very concerned about proposed rules presently under
~ consideration by the Federal Communications Commission(FCC).

The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules will
greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for
modef use and increase the risk of accidents and attendant liability or
controlling drone aircraft.

‘ Our radio frequencies are in the 72-75 MHz band. The band is
used primarily for private land mobile dispatch operations. However
our frequencies are far enough apart so we can share the band.

Now, FCC wants to create more mobile frequencies, as a result
they will move closer to the radio control frequencies and cause
interference problems with radio control operations. Only 19 of the
current 50 frequencies would be safe to use.

When we fly radio controlled aircraft we go to great lengths to
insure the safety of the operators and bystanders. Many of our safety
procedures involve careful coordination and use of our frequencies. !f
the number of frequencies are reduced, the margin of safety will be
reduced.

Model aircraft can have wing spans of over 12 feet and can
weigh over 50 pounds. The models can be very expensive -over
$5000 in some cases. They can also cause great damage or
personal injury. Our link to our model is our radio frequency. Any
interference on the RC frequency results in an immediate crash of the
model.

- The FCC may not think we are as important as business users of
the radio frequencies. We in the hobby have considerable investment



'm our aircraft and our equupment the hobby prowdes many hours of _
~~ ‘enjoyment to thousands of people like myself and contnbutes to the
o advancement of the avaatson mdustry L S
o - Ploase object t the FCC carryxng out its prOposals for the 72-76'{ R
MHz band. | ‘

Smcerely

Richard D. Flsher
5306 Edith St.
Charleston, SC 29418



January 28, 1993
- 508N alla Drive
93 fE cOiLma‘fQ , 29223

The Honorable Stryom Thurmond
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Thurmond,

I am writing this letter to urge that you do not support NPRM PR
Docket 92-235. This docket, if implemented, will severely curtail
the Model Aircraft Radio Control Activity in the United States as we
now know it. It plans to allocate radio frequencies for other
purposes which are in the same frequency domain as those now used for
the control of model aircraft by radio.

I have been involved in model aviation since August of 1992 and
am currently a member of the Jackson Flyers at Fort Jackson, SC. The
modeling activity is an enjoyable outlet for a large number of
people, which also has many beneficial things to recommend it in a.
society which prides itself on new innovations and promotes skills
which help to keep America on the forefront of technology. One
recent example is the use of reconnaissance drones during the Gulf
War to get immediate assessment of naval bombardment damage on shore
targets. It is a little-known fact that the military personnel who
controlled these aircraft were trained by civilian hobbyists, who had
become highly skilled in this area long before they were needed to
train others.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. There
are 50 channels assigned to model aircraft on the 72 MHz band,
channels 11 through 60. These frequencies are shared by mobile
dispatch operations. The frequencies in this band are far enough -
apart that both users do not interfere with each other. The FCC
wants to increase the number of mobile frequencies by inserting new
frequencies in between the radio control frequencies and the mobile
dispatch frequencies, leaving us with only 19 channels.

The Academy of Model Aeronautics (AMA), AMA-chartered clubs, and
over 165,000 members, have gone to great lengths to maintain one of
the best safety records of any sport or hobby.. The use of
interference-free frequencies insures this safety. Many of our model
planes fly in excess of 100 mph and can weigh up to 40 pounds, with
wing spans _over 10 feet long. If the radio ¢controlling a plane were .
to be subject to interference, it would turn the plane ‘into an. . | .
'Quncontrolled prOJectlle capable of causlng SeTlOUS 1n3ury OYos property*"

damage . . '

The FCC thinksftheyTWilL,improve operating conditions of land
mobile radio users with this new rules change. They also think that
the business users of radio are more important that radio control
modelers. I do not think so. Radio coritrol modelers are just as



important and dese1ve the right to have 1nterference free frequen01es )

In the interest of model av1atlon, the

Just as business users do.
and-because we have literally thousands

1mportance of public safety,-
- of "dollars invested 1n our models, radlos,

" you not to support PR Docket 92-235.

fully,

g/ Q
Faul % Tuccio ;;
AMA H453260 T

‘and flylng sxtes, I-urge. -.. ° .



